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L E T T E R  F R O M  O U R  D I R E C T O R  

 
Welcome to the first edition of the 2018-2019 CTE News, the Tempe Union High 
School District’s (TUHSD) monthly newsletter highlighting our Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) programs. This year TUHSD has over 9000 students 
currently enrolled in 20 different CTE programs in our district ranging from Culinary 
to  Engineering, Automotive Technology to Stagecraft, and many more.  
  
All of our CTE programs encourage teachers and students to interact with local 
businesses and community members, and as the new school year begins they are 
working hard to expand such opportunities.  For example, on September 25, 2018 we  
held our 3rd Annual CTE Industry Meet & Greet.  At this event we had over 30 local 
businesses available to meet with our teachers and discuss ways to enhance the 
education for their students.  In addition, this month our 15 program leads are 
completing their first round of Advisory Meetings.  All of our advisory committees 
have grown this summer and are continuing to work on ways to expand industry 
connections in our classrooms.  Finally, this fall we are continuing our middle school 
outreach program.  As part of this program, our teachers and students are visiting 
middle schools in both of our feeder districts each month and sharing information 
about the different careers explored in our CTE programs.   
 
This month’s newsletter highlights our CTE Programs at Marcos de Niza High 
School.  Marcos de Niza High School has seen great success in their CTE programs 
in the past, and as you will see in this month’s 
featured articles, these successes are ongoing. 
  
We hope you enjoy the information shared in 
this newsletter, and look forward to sharing 
more with you in the future! 
 

Dr. Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career & Technical Education 
Tempe Union High School District 
 

 

 

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S :  
 

October 1        CTE Textbook  Adoption 
 Committee Meeting 
 
October 3 Interdistrict CTE 
 PLC 
 
October 17 Interdistrict CTE 
 PLC 
 
October 19 Film and TV Guest  
 Presentation - 
 Sarah Jackson 
 
October 24 Interdistrict PLC 
 
October 25 CTE New Teacher 
 Happy Hour-’Building 
 Relationships with 
 Industry Partners’ 
 
October 29 CTE Textbook  Adoption  
 Committee Meeting 
 

November 7 Interdistrict CTE 
 PLC 

 

November 14 Interdistrict CTE 
 PLC 

 

November 22-23  Thanksgiving 
 
November 27 Engineering and 
 Bioscience Cadres 
 
November 28 Interdistrict CTE 
 PLC 
 
November 29 CTE New Teacher 
 Happy Hour-’Hands-On 
 Learning and Student 
 Engagement Strategies’ 

CTE NEWS 
TUHSD CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

MONTHLY UPDATE 

 

 



Fun Fact:  Marcos de Niza High 
School was named after a 
Franciscan  friar who came to 
the area in search of the Seven 
Cities of Cibola. 

BUILD THE FUTURE 
 

Chris Carr, Construction Technology 
 

The Construction students at MDN are 
currently building our kids play houses and 
learning how to frame.  They will be adding 
electric lights, siding and roofing onto these 
tiniest of homes.  Students in the 3-4 program 
will learn a wide array of Construction skills.  
Among other trades, we covered residential 
electrical, plumbing, roofing, framing, dry wall, 
masonry and siding.  The end goal is to help the 
students find a skill that they will be looking at 
pursuing as a career. 
 

 

BUDDY DAYS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD  

Krista Carr, Early Childhood Education 

Early Childhood 1-2  at MDN has been hard at work preparing 

for their Buddy Days.  On Buddy Days, the high school students 

are paired with a preschool buddy from our center.  They 

brainstorm ideas, create and prep a developmentally 

appropriate project, execute, demonstrate and practice with the 

preschoolers. 

The Early Childhood program has also been working on registering students for dual 

enrollment credits through Rio Salado.  Early Childhood students have a special opportunity 

to receive scholarships from First Things First to pay for all 6 of their credits in 3-4.  At the 

end of the program, students can earn a total of 12 college credits in Early Childhood. 

In November, Marcos Early Childhood is partnering with student council to host Smiles of 

Christmas.  Smiles is when 200 children from Tempe Elementary Schools come to Marcos 

and are paired up with high school students.  Each pair spends the day doing various 

activities –coloring, arts & crafts, dancing and a building project from Home Depot.  Santa is 

also there with a photo booth.  It’s a great community service activity for high school students 

who want to give back to the community.  This is the first year that Marcos will host the event 

and we are excited to make it memorable for the high school students as well as the 

elementary students. 

Marcos de Niza Program 

Spreads Awareness of 

Mental Health 

Grace Leito, Bioscience HOSA 

President 

This year we started a Chapter at 

MDN!  We established a great new 

partnership with Aurora Behavioral 

Health through the initiation of our 

President and Secretary Grace Leito 

and Jonella Venicario.  Katie Streck, 

an employee came to talk about the 

various Aurora Behavioral health 

careers available and the many 

possible health fields.  This 

partnership will help us get more 

involved with the health field and have 

more community service 

opportunities.  Aurora Behavioral 

Health hosts many community service 

activities that our chapter plans to help 

with.  Thanks to Aurora, we will now 

be that much more connected to our 

community and our future. 

  

Focus on CTE Leadership 

Marcos de Niza 

Krista Carr, 

MDN CTE Dept. Chair 
  

  

Krista has  been a high school 

teacher for 17 years, and a 

preschool teacher for 2 years 

previously.  She worked at Desert 

Vista and Corona Del Sol before 

she landed comfortably at Marcos 

de Niza, where she has been 

working for the past 15 years.  She 

has Master’s Degrees in 

Educational Leadership from NAU 

and Secondary Education from 

University of Phoenix.  Krista also 

earned her BS Degree from ASU in 

the area of Family Studies and 

Child Development.  She loves 

working with the students at 

Marcos and appreciates how they 

are so welcoming to anyone at the 

school.  She says, “Every day is 

different in teaching.  Students 

come and go, curriculum changes, 

and the atmosphere on campus is 

always evolving.  All of these things 

keep you on your toes, and it’s 

never a dull moment as a teacher.” 



 INTRODUCING THE MARCOS DE NIZA BUSINESS ACADEMY 

A PARTNERSHIP WITH THE W.P. CAREY SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AT ASU 

Heather Hunt, Marketing 

Through the Marcos de Niza Business Academy, Marketing students have the unique opportunity to participate in an exclusive 

partnership with ASU’s W.P. Carey School of Business, one of the top ranked business schools in the country.  In this program, 

Marcos students can start preparing for college and career success.   Through a series of marketing courses, DECA conferences and 

competitions, industry tours, and ASU mentorship activities, Marcos students gain a strong foundation of real world skills and 

specialized training to prepare them for success at the next level.  

For this Academy the DECA Senior Leadership team planned and organized an inspiring kickoff celebration!  Special guests at our 

event included, an alumni who graduated from the program, current students, W.P. Carey Representative Karen Stark, Governing 

Board Members Berdetta Hodge and Michelle Helm, Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and Learning Kimberly Hilgers, and our 

Superintendent Dr. Kevin Mendivil.  The celebration began with some great music and a presentation showcasing all of the exciting 

events and successful alumni who graduated from our Marketing Program at MDN.  The goal of this presentation was to encourage up 

and coming students to get involved in all the amazing opportunities the MBA program has to offer.  Next, we were inspired with 

some words of wisdom from our Principal, Mr. Sean McDonald, W.P. Carey Representative and a parent of a Marcos de Niza student 

Karen Stark, our MBA Program Lead, Ms. Heather Hunt and our DECA President, Mr. Nick Hargis.  After the presentation, students 

had the opportunity to network with other ambitious young leaders and meet with representatives from W.P. Carey, who were on hand 

to help them plan and prepare for the college admissions process.  

This exciting event was a collaborative effort by three of our amazing 

Career and Technical Education Programs at Marcos.  The Digital 

Media Communications and yearbook staff took care of the 

photography with some fantastic photos to document this special 

event.  The Advanced Culinary students planned, prepared and served 

a variety of delicious refreshments, and the Marketing students 

handled the event planning, displays, and set up.  This was a great 

opportunity for our CTE students to collaborate and practice the skills 

they’ve learned in the classroom in a real world setting. 

 
 

MDN Criminal Justice Students Welcome Our New School Resource Officer 
Lindsey Danskin, LPS 

 

Our Padre Criminal Justice students are off to an amazing start!  We welcomed our new school Resource Officer,  Detective 

Tom O’Brien.  Detective O’Brien brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to our campus, and we are very fortunate to 

have him.  We now offer Criminal Justice 1-2 and Criminal Justice 3-4 courses, and to see our students’ growth within this 

program has been very encouraging.  These students are our future Law Enforcement Officers, Attorneys, and Forensic 

Scientists– and I can assure you, their future is bright!  Detective O’Brien gave our students access to inspect his patrol 

vehicle, and the students were tasked with making improvements in the areas of safety and technology.  They came up with 

many interesting ideas.   

The FBI’s Hazardous Evidence Response Team came in, suited our students up and put them to work!  The students properly 

identified hazardous materials using innovative technology.  They also learned how HOT the protective gear was to wear.   

Our 3-4 students constructed their own crime scenes to demonstrate an understanding of evidence collection techniques, 

witness questioning and charges to assess.  They LOVED building the gory crime scenes… and were not so crazy about 

completing all the required paperwork for the written reports. 



“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  
~ Nelson Mandela 

 

Career and Technical 
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Tempe Union High School District 
500 West Guadalupe Road 

Tempe, AZ 85283 
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From the CTE Department... 

Career and Technical Education Staff: 

 
 
Dr. Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career and  
Technical Education 
sfrimer@tuhsd.k12.az.us  
 
 

Anna Lohmann 
Administrative Assistant 
alohmann@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
 

 

 
 
Shauna Demers 
CTE Teaching & Learning 
Specialist 
sdemers@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
Norine Ebright 
CTE Support (DO) 
nebright@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

 

 
Career and Technical Education 

CAREER DAY WITH 

THE PHOENIX SUNS 

Friday, March 1, 2019 

11:00 AM—9:00 PM 

Sun’s Talking Stick Arena 

 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL OUTREACH PROGRAM 
 

Each month teachers and students representing our CTE programs across the district are visiting 
our feeder schools to present information about careers to 8th grade students.  The middle school 
students will also learn more about these career opportunities in high school and prepare to be 
college and career ready for the future.  The featured programs for September were Bioscience 
and Film & TV.  In October, Construction, Graphics & Animation, and Early Childhood Education 
will be highlighted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get to Know Our  
CTE Department Chairs: 

 
Corona del Sol: Mike Lohmann 
Desert Vista:  Matt Russo 
Marcos de Niza: Krista Carr 
McClintock:  David Taylor 
Mountain Pointe: Tamara Reichert 
Tempe High:  Scot Wattawa 

 
 

Get to Know Our  
CTE Program Leads: 

 
Bioscience:   Jeremy Williams 
Business Management:  Peggy Bondurant 
Construction:   Chris Carr 
Culinary Arts:   Annie Oechsler 
Digital Communications: Nicole Davis 
Digital Photography:  Steve Adams 
Early Childhood Education: Jacque Ibsen 
Engineering:   Melissa Wendell 
Film & TV:   Warren Cole 
Graphics:   Leanne Smith 
Law and Public Safety:  Lindsey Danskin 
Marketing:   Andrea Egan 
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